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Mr. Gandhi next told them the story of a young Anglo-Indian who
opened his heart to him, who though getting Rs. 400 was scarcely able to
make the two ends meet, who had to live beyond his means, because "I
must look a European every inch of me/5

I was stabbed to listen to his story. This is doing vio-
lence to humanity, I said to myself. He was a Christian, there
was nothing wrong in his demeanour and in spite of the surface
polish there was the canker eating into his vitals that he was
leading an untrue life.

Well, I have given you two telling instances. You have to
make a choice. What shall you do? Will you attempt the im-
possible or will you be what you should be: every inch of you
Indian? Let me tell you one thing more. If you go to South
Africa or Australia or any Dominion, you know that the same
thing which is in store for me is in store for you. You will
be classed among the coloured men and you will have no
status. Those of you who may possess a white skin may deceive
the Immigration Officer, but your relatives and sons may betray
you. That is the position. The colour bar is too terrible there.
You also will be counted among moral lepers. Mr. Malan now
says he would not drive us out, he would starve us out of South
Africa, and would practise Itypocrisy double-distilled. The "bar
sinister", as Lord Morley put it, applies to us even in England.
Now it is your privilege to fight this. If you cast in your
lot with J:he masses of India from which you have sprung, there
is nothing but hope for you, me and even for Government to
whom you think you are bound to be loyal.

You can become a bridge ^so that all Indians and all English-
men may cross to and fro without either feeling injured or hurt or
feeling any degree of inconvenience. But if you want to aspire
after the heights of Simla, well, those heights are unattainable
and therefore poverty must be your lot, and also the lot of India.
An important community like the Anglo-Indians, brave, resource-
ful, you are going to perdition simply because you would not see
the plain truth, *but persist in an impossible attempt. In this
process, you are cutting yourselves away from the masses. Thus
you have been ostracized by Indians and Europeans both.

He gave another anecdote of a very cultured Anglo-Indian in ELathia-
war trying to live the European way of life, being ostracized everywhere.
He said:

The picture of that tragedy still rises before me.

I do want to tell you at this critical moment of our national